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the world), she had the utmost reason to apprehend some-
thing very fatal might attend her husband's entertaining
the same thought of James which filled and tormented
her own breast.                                              "

And as she knew that nothing but these thoughts could
justify the least unkind, or, indeed, the least reserved
behaviour to James, who had, in all appearance, conferred
the greatest obligations upon Booth and herself, she was
reduced to a dilemma, the most dreadful that can attend
a virtuous woman, as it often gives the highest triumph,
and sometimes no little advantage, to the men of professed
gallantry.

In short, to avoid, giving any umbrage to her husband,
Amelia was forced to act in a manner which she was
conscious must give encouragement to the colonel; a
situation which, perhaps, requires as great prudence and
delicacy, as any in which the heroic part of the female
character can be exerted.

CHAPTEK III.

A conversation between doctor Harrison and others.

THE next day, Booth and his lady, with the doctor, met
at colonel James's, where colonel Bath likewise made one
of the company.

Nothing very remarkable passed at dinner, or till the
ladies withdrew. During tins time, however, the beha-
viour of colonel James was such as gave some uneasiness
to Amelia, who well understood his meaning, though the
particulars were too refined and. subtle to be observed by
any other present.

When  the ladies were gone, which, was as  soon  as